Supplementary materials and methods

Materials
Mouse cytohesin-2 (H-7) (sc-374640) was purchased from Santa Cruz Biotechnology. Rabbit myc-tag antibody (#2278) was from Cell Signaling Technology.
Measurement of propidium iodide uptake
For measurement of propidium iodide uptake, VSMC were gently detached from the cell dishes using 5mM EDTA followed by centrifugation (3000 rpm, 2 min) and removal of the supernatant. Cell pellets were washed and dissolved in propidium iodide staining buffer (1.2 µg/ml propidium iodide in PBS supplemented with calcium). After incubation at RT for 20 min, cells were centrifuged (3000 rpm, 2 min) and pellets dissolved in PBS supplemented with calcium followed by measurement of propidium iodide positive cells using a FACS Canto II (BD Biosciences). Positive controls were generated by incubation of fixed cells (1% formalin) in 0.1% triton X-100 to permeabilize the cell membrane prior to staining.
Trypan blue staining VSMC were gently detached from the cell dishes using 5mM EDTA followed by centrifugation (3000 rpm, 2 min) and removal of the supernatant. Cell pellets were dissolved in trypan blue staining solution (0.1 % trypan blue in PBS supplemented with calcium) and incubated in RT for 1 min. The number of stained (blue) cells as well as the total number of cells were assessed with fast-read 102 cell counting chambers (Biosigma Srl) and the percentage of non-stained cells was calculated. 
